Our Case Number: ABP-317660-23

Bord
__. Pleanala

Sharon Sabin & Bruno Rodrigues de Oliveira
1 Mount Argus Court

Lr. Kimmage Road

Harold's Cross

Dublin 6W

DeW Kvg4

Date: 08 December 2023

Re: Bus Connects Kimmage to City Centre core bus corridor scheme
Kimmage, Dublin

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned proposed
road development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept this
letter as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

Please note that the proposed road development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved
it or approved it with modifications.

The Board has also received an application for confirmation of a compulsory purchase order which
relates to this proposed road development. The Board has absolute discretion to hold an oral hearing in
respect of any application before it, in accordance with section 218 of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended. Accordingly, the Board will inform you in due course on this matter. The Board shall
also make a decision on both applications at the same time.

If you have any queries in relation to this matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanéla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.
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Yours faithfully,

p N

Eimear Reilly
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737184
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Re. KIMMAGE TO ¢ITY CENTRE COR[: BUS CORRIDOR HCHEME - OBJECTION AND

IBSERVATION
Lot apaogies &or e poor prit qualdsy B s \ettrie
ear An Board Pleanala Members, 59&"’7 '

"We would like to sumit an observaticn outlining our strorg objection to the aroposed
immage to City Ceire Bus Corridor Schame due to the advirse impact it will have on our
astate - a community of over four hundret| residents.

our estate (Mount Argus & Church Park) comprises familizs young and old, -hird-level
students, working professionals, pensioners, homeowners, renters and more, :nd these
rosidents are walkers, cyclists, bus passengers and motorists. We ourselves use a
ombination of all the:se forms of transport for work, and for familial leisure, social, and other
activities and whilst we are regular cyclists, we feel strongly that, in particular, the sart of the
dAus Corridor Scherne that propcses tha creation of a Cyiie Path from Sundive Road
Ihrough our estate ¢hould not be supparted by your Body @5 it would have a datrimental
affect on the charactir of the estate while providing little, if arv. benefit to cyclists and may in
‘act put them and all road users in the astate at an increased risk of having an acci:ant.

Ur main concerns &g

f. An Increased Dariger to Cyclists anci Qther Road Users. lngluding Residen|s of
Mount Argus an¢l Church Park, and |lealth and Safety lusues for Pedestriays

The previous versior of the Kimmage to City Centre Bus Cornects, proposed a c¢ycle route
10 be achieved by criating an opening fron Sundrive Road to Mount Argus Way from where
he cycle path would then go through the oark in our Estate to Mount Argus Church car park,
ihen down Mount Arjjus Road, reconnacting withe the main suine corrider st Harcio's Cross
Park. This proposal "ad certain merits iry that it would have created a relatively <uiet cycle
way of approximate'y 950 metres and provided a cyclist wi'h a pleasant and meaningful




alternative to traveriing the length of the Lower Kimmage Road from Sundrive Road to
Harold’s Cross Park.

-owever, due to beng unable to get approval for access through the private ¢rounds of
viount Argus Chur¢n, the revised optinn i.e. the current cycle path plan proposes a
thoroughly pointless -oute, again creating an opening from Siundrive Road to Mic.nt Argus
Wvay but which then turns right from Mount Argus Way aroun:l on to Mount Argus View and
aut on to Lower Kimmage Road. The length of this route is 344 metres which is larger than
if a cyclist remainer! on the cycle trach at Sundrive Road and turned left on to Lower
Kimmage Road using the current advisory cycle route: the lattar being 266 metres.

If a cyclist were to .se the proposed ¢ycle route their journey time would be neoreased
slightly and they would be no safer than had they not taken thz route and instead lurned left
from Sundrive Road on to Lower Kimmage Road, as the proposed cycle route has them
axiting the estate on 0 Lower Kimmage Foad anyway! Clearly the benefits the rev sed route
affers a cyclist are negligible. In fact, tw2 current plan presients an increased langer to
syclists and other read users including 1he residents of our 2state as, once in the estate,
ayclists on route have to share Mount Argus Way and Mouiit Argus View with aiher road
Jsers. There are twi severe bends at Mount Argus View anl the visibility on boih sides is
wary poor. The road i narrow and cars ari often parked there. If two cars coming ir; opposite
«irections to one anither meet there, ohe driver has to stojs to let the other veliicle pass
through first. There |'ave already been many near misses involving vehicles at th.s location
and now the proposéd cycle route intend: cyclists to share thi:se roads. This idea is likely to
ead to accidents.

Wiany families in ou- estate have yount children who walk to school and who also play
nutside in the estais and in the pa'k, as do children from both the Mourt srgus Mill
tlevelopment and the Transitional Accommodation Hub. Thes2 children will be at risk from
ines of cyclists navigating these two smz i roads (Mount Argus Way and Mount Arus View)
at speed during rust hours. In addition, pzople walking to church will encounter a section of
ine cycle route bisecung their path wher:: no controls such a: lights are in place ike those
which already exist ¢-ut on the main Lowe " Kimmage Road

2. Anlinerease in Auti-Social Behaviou:

n order to provide #ccess to Mount Argus Way from Sunclrive Road, it is proposed to
liminate the wall that curently exists at the end of Mount /irgus Square. This s likely to
@sult in an increate in anti-social behaviour from indivicluals circulating thraugh that
1assage. Previously there was widespread and intimidatiiig anti-social behavour from
ndividuals jumping f1e wall (An Garda Siochana can provide details of such incitents) and
A% a result fencing vwas erected on top of the wall (where thé ivy now grows) o ijater this.
The fencing brought about a marked improvement. Removing the wall would undzrmine all
e significant efforts which have been mude in the last few ye:ars by Dublin City Council and
he Mount Argus and Church Park Rasiclents Association tojether to eradicate anti-social
nehaviour.

‘lount Argus Park is not a gated park ar«l is accessible 24 hours. We, and other residents
«till have to report incidents of anti-sc:ial behaviour from time to time to the Gardai.
zhminating the wali, facllitating access it the park through tF'e proposed cycle pxth, would
uause an increase ir these incidents at night. It would also lead to an increase i1 littering
which is an ongoing problem in spite reg.lar volunteer ¢lean-ips of the park and sstate by
residents.



3. The Questionapls:. Necessity of the (vele Path as Curre)itly Proposed
-ower Kimmage Rozd already has a dacent, frequently used #nd well maintained cycle lane.
nly minor improveiments would be raquired to increase its safe usage for al road users

.e.g. the addition of [:lastic/rubber potes Liztween the cycle ‘ar's and the main read similar to
inose installed on Clanbrassil Street Upper, Dublin 8).

3us Connects High-oeed Bus corridor aiready includes strest markings for a cytia lane on
aach side of the corr dor, evident on the lans, Map 5 Preferi2d Route, page 29 2ecifically
gfers to the carriage area being for no through traffic except luses, taxis and cycl sts. Why,
therefore, on a road Wwith city-bound traffic: being removad due o the presence of 2 bus gate,
n addition to fines fiur those using the bus corridor, would a sieparate cycleway b. required
adjacent to the corricior?

e genuinely believe: that the majority of cyclists based on L.ower Kimmage Roa: have no
nterest in using the Poddle Park to Sun:lrive Road through IMount Argus Estate -oute and
would prefer to use "1e current cycle rouls already avaitable 0 them along Lower Kimmage
Jpad.

The current proposed route is mostly urkian and along narrov' road with designatad but not
arotected cycleway due to insufficient width. The Resideris’ Committee of ¢ur estate
sroposed an alternslive cycle route which we fully suppgrl., This alternative runs from
Bundrive Road through Eamonn Cearnt 2ark on to Clogher foad and along Clogner Road
o the canal. Cloghe Road has sufficien! width to allow for a segregated cycleway to meet
Jp with the canal, Potential direct access to this route fiom Sundrive Road could be
astablished through "he Council Depot c¢ppasite Blarney Par. further reducing mixing with
iraffic.

The current proposet route is At 1,993.445 metres this altern:itive is slightly longer than the
current proposed r¢ate which is 1860.81 metres, however, the additional safesy benefit
snould encourage usage as should the pleasant and scer'ic passage through Eamonn
reannt Park.

. Ihe impacton Bindiversity

T build the new cormection for the cyclists, the document notzs that “there will be works on
ine adjacent riverbanK [of the stoneboat], which has the potential to result n significant
ssrmanent negative affects” (page 29).

The Mount Argus Ettate, due partly to iis proximity to the Fiver Poddle and Maunt Argus
Park is extremely rich in biodiversity and this is cherished by ourselves and other residents
and the wider cornmiunity who feel particularly grateful to live: in an area within Lublin City
where wildlife has be:zn preserved and ernouraged.

e fear the loss of wildlife in the form of trees, shrubbery ard greenery in our sr; all estate
a5 a result of this Cy:le Path and other associated works.

w-hanging the makeup of our small sized park to include @ Cycle Path for Ciy Centre
sommutes would rrost certainly negalively impact the astmosphere of the sark and
discourage people from continuing 1o visit and enjoy it

n conclusion,

{ is our opinion that his entire new prognsed Cycle Path route makes no sense and is not
an improvement to ihe efficient and effeciive cycle lane whiin our community already has
and we strongly oppiise it.



‘We sincerely feel thitt an upgraded Cycle Path through Eamonn Ceannt Park wald better
suit the needs of berh cyclists and the vider Kimmage Comimunity as it is a much bigger
aark and already cor'igins a path nearly s de enough to accorimodate cyclists.

“We ask that An Boril Pleanala consider our objection and uri;e that the proposal of a cycle
sath through our estate be rejected in orider to ensure the best result for the comemunity of
aur Estate and the wider community of Kirmmage.

Thank you for your kind attention.

‘fours Sincerely,

Sharon & Bruno

haron Sabin de Qliveira and Bruno Rodrigues de Oliveira



